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In a rather fiery sermon, the Rev. Charles Voysey 
telabours Canon Wilberforce for explaining the ascension 
of Christ by the hypothesis of a fourth dimension of space, 
Tn that case, the ascension was really a vanishing, not a 
moving. But Mr. Voysey says this is ‘an intellectual 
ra and an attempt to prop up a dying myth.“ But 

: is the ‘dying myth? U that Jesus Christ was seen 
a ar his so-called ‘death’? that he vanished into 
he spir sphere? or that he went up far away into a local 
wen!“ We do not quite understand, especially as Mr. 
xy himself says, in this very sermon, ‘Of course 
re is an invisible world of spirit or soul and thought, 
les our visible world of flesh and blood and our space 
ree dimensions.’ That sounds helpful; but, in the 
tence, he proceeds to knock it (or somebody) on 
tad, by saying, But in that invisible world there are 
sions at all, no up nor down, no far nor near, no 
jor breadth or height. So it is not only untrue, but 
ing to the grand spirituality of that unseen world of 
dught to uttribute to it dimensions, as if any 
rule of measurement could be applied to it. 
playing thus with words and ideas there is a 
which will some day be seen and shrunk from 
truly pious: the sin of professing to believe that 
ne cannot even think.“ 
ion Wilberforce! But we really do not see 
ness’ comes in; nor do we see exactly 
ousness Mr. Voysey stands, unless it is— 
wicked to believe in space of four dimen- 
ean only think of three. But then, is it 
o believe in ‘an invisible world of spirit 
thought’ where ‘there are no dimensions at 
ll the honest truth, we think Mr. Voysey’s is 
ler of the twe: and, therefore, on his own 
ns to be the bigger sinner of the two. But 
<plain ? 
with pleasure the advent of a new 
; er in Paris, and entitled 
Moral Review of Spiritualism.” Full 
ave not come to hand, but the fol- 
D . of the preliminary circular will 
of promoters :— 
nt has considerably developed in 
enen against the materialistic 
ed. Spiritualism has been 
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“ WHATEVER porn MAKE MANIPEST IS aur. Paul, 
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medium, Eusapia Paladino, give an indisputable authenticity to 
materialisations ; and, finally, the discovery of Réntgen, in 
relation to photographing through opaque bodies, logically 
explains the double sight of mediums, of somnambulists, of 
spirit photographs, so often denied by official science. These 
experiments and discoveries are diversely interpreted by the 
The public, still little in accord with these novelties 
know not to what forces 
and the most singular 


learned, 
and so opposed to ordinary knowledge, 
to attribute these strange manifestations, 
theories have been put forward to account for them. 

Our new Review’ will have, for its special aim, to analyse 
these phenomena, to show that Spiritualism has po-sessed the 
key for a long time, and to rectify on many points the false 
notions in vogue now-a-days. 

Every experiment will be discussed from a scientific point of 
view, without party spirit, but also without weakness. We 
shall show that the intervention of the spirits is absolutely 
necessary to explain actions such as the displacement of objects 
without contact, the mouldings and impressions left by the 
invisible, which cannot be accounted for by any known law. 


We wish to propagate the spirit doctrine that has been 
codified by Allan Kardee. We firmly believe that his books 
form the most solid basis which we possess for understanding 
the study of the spiritual world; and, without fear of being 
taxed with fetishism, we do not hesitate to call Master one who 
has given us a complete work, the labour of which is immense, 
and the teaching of which has not diminished by forty years’ 
experience, 

Our Review’ will not be sectarian and exclusive. It will 
throw open its columns to all opinions, fraternally expressed ; 
for, though we have a line of conduct clearly marked out, we 
shall never forget that immobility is death, and that progress is 
incessant ; also, we ask only to increase our intellectual stores 
of every clearly demonstrated truth. 


The following is generally interesting :— 

Being a reader of Liaur' now for the past eight or nine 
months, and also of the Two Worlds,’ I should very much like 
to know what books are best on the Occult. My two little girls 
can do automatic writing, purporting to come from their mother, 
and I can safely say have never had a truthful message yet. 
It makes me rather sad, particularly as there are no Spiritualists 
here. I would give £10 to any charity if [ could get proof of 
Spiritualism. If you can advise me I shall feel very grateful. 
Wishing your paper every success, 


What books are best on the occult’ is rather a vague 
deseription, ‘The occult’ includes everything, from the 
Providence of the good God to the sending of a lying 
message by a bad man. We frequently publish a list of 
books. We do so again to-day. 

We scarcely understand the offer of our correspondent. 
He will give £10 for ‘ proof of Spiritualism,’ and yet his 
own children get automatic writing! But the messages are 
untruthful ? That does not interfere with their genuineness. 
We rather think it confirms it. If the messages weve truth- 
ful and such as a mother might send, one might suspect 
pl ae children: had worked themselves up into a 


Bu & the messages are unlike the 
: is increased, In fact, in 


ewok d cas, the greater tho falsehood the greater the proof 


of spirit action apart from the minds of the children, Our 


friend aiest distinguish between * proof of Spiritualisin’ 
and proof of spirit klontity, He seems to have proof enough 
of Spirituatiom, — enough and to spare ! 


In ‘The Metaphysical Magazine for July (The Meta 
physica! Poblishing Company, Pifth Avenue, New York), 
Profesor Bhar Gates, formerly of the Smithsonian Insti 
tute, explains for the first time the resulta of his extended 
experimental researches in the domain of Psychology, These 

iments have been conducted in a thoroughly svientitic 
manoor, avd the demonstrations are of the highest import 
ance to every branch of learning. The contents of this 
number also includes - Karma in the Bhagavad Gita,” by 
Charles Johnson, MRA & The Subtile Body,’ by k. G. 
Day, MD, The Serpent and its Symbol," by Liout. C. A. 
Foster, U. S N.; in Man and Nature,” by C. Stani 
land Wake; ‘Conception and Realisation of Truth. by 
Frank II Sprague; ‘A Prophetess of the New Life,’ by 
Lilian Whiting: and other articles on occult, philosophic, 
ami scientific lines, 


* Daleiel’s Agency’ is responsible for the following 
telegram : -- 

New Youn, July Oth.—A remarkable case was on trial this 
morning befoey the Recorder of New York. William Macdonald 
was broaght into coart charged with having entered u house for 
the parpuse of committing a robbery, Macdonaht was positively 
idwatitied ae the burglar hy « samber of persons who found him 
in the house aml attempted to captare him bat without success. 
Maedonak! in his defence, proved an alsb: with the assistance of 
Professor Wein, the distinguished scientist, who awore positively 
that at the exact moment the robbery was ssid to have been 
committed Macdonald was placed in s state of hypnotic trance 
— cm ee 
the oe the . 
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THE PROGESS OF MEDIUMISTIC CONTROL AND gegn 
RETURN. 


As TAAUSTHATED IN run Merawentoan Exrentesy 
M. pr Rocias,* 


RW Quaesron Vere 


Monsieur de Roehas has, Dy his experiments in mos 
tion, demonstrated part of the process by which the human do 
is oxteriorived, and thus lifted the voil of mystery with, wh 
oooultists would fain have ed this phenomenon, fh 
as there is no process in the subordinate and partial whic 


not Pest in ifs Teanseendent and suprome, it follows that thisy 


cost mnust be 4 representation, on this plane and in subordiow 
mode, of the similar process, but prior in order and in degre 
perfeotion, which must occur in transcendent states 

The fret that the double of the inoarnated spirit ean | 
ia projected, implies aa its logionl pre-wondition that 
doubles of spirits existing in higher (or inner) states to out 
have been previously projected, otherwise such manifestatia 
could not oceur in our peripheral and subordinat 

That such projections from higher states have alrowy 
occurred, is woll known to Spiritualists, who have, however 
been under a misconception as to the character and oxplan 
of these phenomena, t 

The exporimenta of M. de Rochas como op; 
and afford us the explanatory illustrations by which ee 
Understand the modus operand’ by which these spiriti 
projections are produced. 

Similarly do these experiments present illustration 
transference in subordinate mode, en, of ‘suggestion,’ in whied 
we see that an idea produces its realisation throagh tho subject 
to whom if is transferred, entailing either subjective vision 
(oalled hallucinatory images); lucidity of vision at a distance; 
representation of fogeign personalities, accompanied by alterel 
facial expression and intonation of voice and characters 
handwritings, by which we may understand the modus operant 
of clairvoyant Visions and previsions > so called possession and 
obsession, fe, ‘control,’ with its manifold representations of 
various personalities, changed voice, attitude, expressios, 
Altered handwriting, Ko, Ke, ; aceompenied in both cases wit 
the disoreting of recollections into secondary tiemory-chains ar 
sub-division of the normal personility into several strat ot 


ats. 


portuney 


salt 1ought 


Th both mesmerie and mediumistic phonomena we tind 
cutaneous insensibility and hypersensitiveness ; psychometne 
223 quality pertaining to poople who have previous 

' objects and imbued thom with their auric radistion; 
vision of the intornal organs in organisins, and perception of the 
diseases thereof ; transference or repercussion of pains, Ke, 

the person sensed to the percipient subject. In both we 
L the passage from the several * stages’ or phases to succes 


— . ie ines accompanied with lethargy and convulsive 


profound mediumistic states are sometine 
A with no apparent disturbance to the sub 
1 me@americ states can only be gradually 
„ showing the superior power of the 
erator, as compared with that of human 
from this circumferential state). lu both 
{ fal control may be produced by indue- 
wal entre, as well as the control of the 
these phases are common both w 

N mena, wo may be prepared 

— implies identity in causes also 

rs y with rogard to the pr 

are produced, it follows 

dian istic phenomena are prodacel 

at of transcendent order, 


en PFesUPpPose an operatar 
4s nply a transference of payehie 
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lee (xcoompanied by a diminution in the vital tension of the 
and an accontuation in the vital tension of the subject) ; 


that ‘influence * or mediation prosupposes consonance or attune 
gent of vibration in the vitality of the subject and operator 
in other warda, that * influence’ is akin to electric induction). 
Hently, basing ourselves on our knowledge of the 
esthetic process, woe may conclude that mediurmistic phenomena 
ame praxduced hy (invisible) operators, by the transference of a 
vital OF Noumenal circuit entailing induction in the subject and 
gooompaniod by the realisation (expression) of the idea implicit 
in the inducing cirenit of thought-transference and thus pro- 
ducing ‘phenomena,’ 

The subject becomes asa telophonic receiver to the operator, 
but endowed with conscious participation in the reaction, or 
process of realising the idea. But in both mesmeric and 
mediumistic subjects, such experiences pertain (with few excep- 
tions) to an abnormal or secondary memory chain. 

Tt will be noticed that this argument includes both inductive 
(from effect to cause) and deductive presentations (from 
Guise to effect), The illustrations drawn from the analysis of 
as exhibited in the subordinate field of mesmeric 
„ are sustained by the logical premisses that there 
process in the subordinate and partial which is not 
transcendent and supreme. It is further supported by 
eal illustrations from electrical law or process. ‘the 
t is therefore triune, including masculine or meta- 
entation, feminine or substantial (mesmeric), and 
ining to induced energy or electrical process, i.e, 
and energy, in inseparable triunity. 


A STRANGE PHENOMENON. 
from the Brussels Gazette,’ of June llth, 
of Liege“ gives us the following curious 


mber 5, Mont Cenis-road, Creusot, says the ‘ Journal 


t-Loire,’ a strange thing occurs each evening and 
t excitement in front of the house. An apartment 
semont is inhabited by a family named Dubois. Un 
hamber there are two beds facing each other, the one 
K che father, who is an invalid and bedridden, and 
mother and daughter, the latter a girl of fourteen 
The young Dubois is said to be extremely nervous, and her 
be more nervous still. The following, according to an 
of credit in all respects, are the strange and 
neces which happen each evening at the house 
mily. As soon as the young Dubois girl occupies 
bin which her father lies, and each time she has 
„ her bed, moved by a mysterious and irre- 
fides towards the one in which her father lies. 
thought, at first, that there was some 
that motion was secretly given to the bed by 
ok the necessary course to convince himself of 
the whole bed, and held the young girl 
J 3 moved by the invisible force, 
its point of attraction. This witness, 
ng, did more. He tried to stop the 
h, but his efforts were vain, for he was 
it in spite of his energetic resistance. 
still. By means of brackets 
pasters of the bed, but it was of no avail ; 
1 obstacles. It may as well be 
of a layer of bricks in very bad 
ou deren for a strong man to move 
by one person, This strange and 
sas soon as the magnetic bed is 
her and daughter. Another in- 
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FRAUD BY CONTROLS, 


[ made some experiments with Boston mediums which 
clearly demonstrated that the controls“ will produce pheno- 
Mena purposely to please the sitters and make the séance a 
success in the interest of their medium, The phenomena, “ 
such, are perfectly genuine, but their purport is fraudulent. 
Por example : 

LT attended a materialising séance. The medium was an 
elderly lady not doing very much business, the room a small 
town parlour. Lo was the only stranger present. Besides my- 
self there were two ladies, friends of the medium. As we sat 


chatting in the parlour for ao little time, waiting to see 
if any more were coming, 1 took the oceasion  pur- 


posely to tell them about myself—that I was an Indian 
officer, Ke. I also stated that several sensitives had expressed 
their feeling when near me that I possessed considerable 
‘power,’ which might be developed, and that I half thought 
of taking sittings with some medium, Soon the elderly lady 
went into the cabinet, lights were lowered, and figures began 
Some of these were known to the ladies present, 


to appear. 
‘native,’ got up in 


but, sure enough, before long out came a 
regulation white robe and turban, and it was stated from behind 
the curtain that he came to see me. He * salaamed,’ and ad- 
dressed me as Sahib,“ but, unfortunately, mispronounced the 
word! He was unable to give me any name or test, and, when I 
spoke to him in fluent Hindustani, he incontinently disappeared, 
Then there appeared a ‘ colonel,’ also for me, an old military-look- 
ing gentleman in white beard had [ desired to be eredulous I 
might easily have made out a resemblance to some past friend 
or acquaintance in the ‘balmy East’—but he could give me no 
name or test and I knew that he also had been devised by the 
Next appeared for me some children, 


controls for my benefit. 
* Pierre,’ Josef. * Guil- 


who gave French names, Mario,“ 
On my regretting my inability to recognise these, the 
control from within the cabinet said, ‘Go back to India when 
you were a child there’; but that did not help me. Then 
only momentarily visible and not recognis- 
was given out from the 
appeared in the 


laume.’ 


came * Margaret, 
able. ‘She brings Sister Catherine, 
cabinet, and forthwith Sister Catherine’ 
full black garb of a with white band across the 
forehead and the clear placid contenance which one 
associates with that dress. She came close up to me, knelt, 
and repeatedly made the full sign of the cross’ on forehead, 
on bosom, and on the floor, looking up into my face and appar- 
ently very anxious that I should recognise her. I regretted 
that I could not ‘place’ her nor call up the remotest association 
which might account for the appearance of this pleasing and 
perfectly attired figure. On her retreat a few more figures fol- 
lowed, but not for me; among others a couple of negro girls 
came forward and gave a capital dance. 

On the conclusion of the séance, the control announced that 
before bringing my lady’ out of the trance they would answer 
to the best of their ability any questions which the audience 
would like to propound. I therefore begged to be informed 
whether I am a medium, and if so, in what line L should en- 
deavour to develop. The reply was that [ am a materialising 
medium, and that if I were to take a course of sitcings of six 
months with * my lady’ I should develop the power of producing 
materialisations. 

When the dear old lady came blinking into the light, and 
smilingly asked if I had had any tests, it was abundantly clear 
that she had nothing todo with any fraud. It would have been 
utterly impossible for her by any amount of dressing up to 
personate the various figures that appeared, having various 
voices and of different sixes and build, from children upwards. 
Besides, she is well-enough known to be a genuine materialising 
medium. It was quite clear here that, tinding that no spirits 
genuinely belonging to me had been attracted there with a 
wish to materialise, the controls did their best to make 
3 pleasant for the audience and to support the reputation 
of ‘their lady’ by devising figures which might be supposed to 
suit my case and which [ might i imagine I could recognise. ‘The 
nun may have been a genuine spirit attracted to me by some 
cause unknown to myself. She seemed very genuine, and very 
much in men. But the ‘native’ and the ‘colonel’ were, 

it hon nrg ab tn hes up by the controls for my benefit, 
assured because, with another medium, 
T was an Indian oiticer, « 
Was presented for my 
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behoof ; whereas at other circles, when I said nothing about 
myself or my antecedents, no such figures ever appeared. 
Aad then at the end these controls give me advice with the 
aim of precering « paying little job for ‘ their hay“! 
Another instance. With the noted slate writer, Mr. P. L. 
Kooler, I asked for messages from six departed relatives. lu 
the avurse of a little conversation I had with Mr. Keeler before 
the sitting, and, a ile we were sappesed to be waiting for his 
guikles to collees teqethor all the sparite I bad written to, I said 
that I was supposed to be a medium, and inquired if he ever 
took papils for development. He replied carelossly that he had 
done e once or twice, but he evinced no inclination to take me 
up for development, and I know well enough that he has no 
desite for that sert of work, having got all he can do already. 
However, the guides caught on to the idea, and, sure enough, 
when I read the messages un getting home (for they were too long 
and tuo minutely written to waste time in reading them there, with 
the ante-room full of people waiting their turn), I found that four 
out of the six recommended me to develop for slate writing, and 
two of them distinctly advised me fo take a series of sittings 
with Mr. Keeler. Nor have I the least reason to believe that 
any of the six messages emanated from the spirits from whom 
they parpurted to come. All were of a conventional type: 
* How strange that I shouM be able to meet you here in this 
strange wax: Be sure that life is continuous, and there is no 
death,’ and so on, It is clear enough that the ‘controls’ or 
guides, or whatever their right name is, read what is in 
the mind of the sitter, or catch up anything he says to 
the medium, and embedy this in the messages, making 
sufficient variety in the matter and in the handwriting. In 
one e I asked for a special test; the lady ad- 
dressed had resided long in Japan, and I asked ber to write 
a word in Japanese. Accordingly, at the end of her mes- 
age appeared certain hieroglyphics having the appearance of 
Japanese characters. But I sent a photograph of this slate to 
the Japanese Embassy at Washington, inquiring whether the 
writing was really in that language, and, if so, what it meant. 
I received in due time u courtewus reply, saying that the writing 
is ‘not at all Japanese. A distinct fraud here the manufacture 
of imitation Japanese characters. 

It would be interesting to get a collection of a few dozen 
Ute writings from any one medium for comparison. I believe 
it would be found that the «sme conventivnal sentences, and the 
same selection of varied handwritings would appear in all or in 
mount of them. 

Ido not mean te assert that spirit messages given by slate 
writing are never genuine as to their purported source, but it 
seems that various circumstances must combine in order to 
render them so, and I think that locality has much to do with it. 
Though space is supposed to offer no obstacle to the movements 


yet it seems that they are most — 


of spirits, 
their presence in places with which they were 1 
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THE HAUNTED HOUSE AT FONTAINEBLEAU, 


For some time past the French papers have been ie, 
accounts of vartous eccult phenomens occurring in diy, 
parts of France. Now it isthe Voyante of the Rue 
Paris, quickly followed by others, then ' thought phot 

Renta de 


is serionsly discussed in the E Médecine,’ 


de Pans * 
is the t 


| 
. 
| 
a yay 
recently a most extmordinary case of haunting 
whieh the Eilitors dilate day aftor day, in long and interesting 
articles, thus plainly showing that materialism is grdually hat 
surely giving way before the artillery of indubitable farts wink 
which its strongholds are being continually bombarded : 
I give a free and very condensed translation of thre f 
which have appeared in L’Eclair,’ beginning June 2th, whey 
& paragraph appeared entitled Le Mystére de 
an oasis in the forest of Fontainebleau, eleven kilometres frow 
Montereau : — 
The little community of Valence-en-Brie is at present in 
a state of great excitement, owing to an alleged disturbance, of 
which for the last fortnight the house of M. Lebégue, a pro. 
prietor of the Grand Rue, has been the theatre. The latter 
gentleman travels daily to Paris on business, leaving the hous: 
occupied by his wife (who has been confined to her bed since 
last November), his mother-in-law, son, and daughter, the latter 
aged respectively fifteen and nine years. About a fortnight 
Since, the young servant, Isabelle, aged seventeen, the sister of 
& sompambulist and daughter of an eccentric mother, on 
entering the cellar had her candle blown out, this being 
succeeded by a loud noise or roar, and the 
slanmed. On recounting the adventure to her mistress, the 
latter suggested that an otol, having gained access to the 
cellar, was probably the cause of her fright, but the next 
day ‘the owl’ spoke, and some days afterwards the same voice 
was heard on the ground floor, and then on the first storey. 
Madame Lebégue kindly wrote out for the Press interviewer 
the few words she had herself heard. coming apparently from 
the head of the bed, behind her shouklers, ‘I am not here on 
my own account, but to avenge someone else; T shall remain 
till you and your son either leave the house or die.“ The next 
day the voice again spoke in a menacing manner. Dr. Pate, 
the medical attendant of Madame Lebégue, declares that he 
also heard the voice. Yesterday the Intelligence (be it what it may) 
not content with speaking, began to act, thirty panes of glass were 
broken, a salon situated on the first floor was thrown into the ' 
grentest disorder, large chairs overturned, and other things 
thrown on the ground. For a week there was aregularpilgrim- 
age to the house of mystery, until at length entrance had to be 


denied. M. Lebégue passed the night, revolver in hand, 
up the mystery, and then lodged a complaint : 


at Melun, who have on different oveasions 
mies to the Chatelet. On the 27th * L’Eclair’ had | 
article on the subject, headed Our Visit to the 
* after describing the various observations 
ple of the neighbourhood, he goes on to sy, 

use an old servant accosted us with the 
t we were going to be left in peace. We 
parative calm, but now all the trouble has 
nd look.“ and he mentions the drawing 


o ATticly 


Valence-en-Brie, 


door being 


—— 
— — 


as above described. All was 

I „added the servant, and the doors and 

d. Ab bout eleven o'clock, as we were at breakfast 
. — noise in the salon, aud, on running 
x fou the furniture in the die 


_As we entered, a voice pro: 
a fey some insulting epithet, 

home here, and choow 
uch nothing.” As I ran out, 
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ing. Strangely enough this delicate looking child with 
ont blue eyes has not the slightest fear. One day 
„ shall stay till your mother's death.’ The 
„ mn ad pursued the voice, which gradually sounded 
— A further away, till it was lost in the cellar. 
‘Phe following is the opinion of Dr. Pate :— 
J heard the voice myself on several occasions, and, as 
addressed me in violent and insulting language. On 
he corner or wall whence it seemed to emanate, | 
e nothing, and vainly have I striven to find some opening 
from which it could proceed. And the overturned furni- 
in that? Observe also, all the windows are not 
m the outside; in two cases at least, the stones have 


at article (‘ L’Eelair’ for July 3rd) it is stated that 
was broken in such a manner as entirely to mystify 
t the means used to produce such a fracture. The 
that during the night they watched with all the 
of the house under surveillance. Nothing occurred, 
0 her investigator says the voice exhibits some charac- 
1 
gives several additional curious accounts of the 
of the voice. For instance, one day it was sug- 
t the sick lady should be hastily moved to another 
; the voice replied : ‘I'll be there first’: at the same 
king the wood of the bed, it cried, ‘You know I'm 
phe same article states that since June 26th the whole 
c hins entirely ceased, and that the inhabitants of the 
use attribute their deliverance to the etforts of M. le 
negusse and of L’Abhé Schnebelin. One thing is cer- 
— since these gentlemen have arrived the house has 
idisturbed.’ How has this effect been produced | L'Abbé 
in in quietly told us that he possesses the power of pre- 
Spirits from disturbing the repose of the living. 

e these pernicious influences, all that is needed is a 
will and a weapon pointed towards the spot where the 
are occurring. We do not,’ adds the writer, 
but the fact remains. The manifestations have 


g my little resumé, I cannot help quoting a few 
ane of the recent articles on the above, as it is such 
ited. shot at the illogical position of the scientists of a 
; wool, happily * growing small by degrees and beauti- 
ter referring to a very remarkable and inexplic- 
phenomenon of fifty years ago, which 
‘Latin Quarter here, he goes on to say, ‘The 
sleeping on his soft pillow of custom, turns a 
urged to investigate extraordinary phenomena ; 
ssor's robe, and the various advantages attaching 
little orthodox convictions, and he walks on 
of decorations given only to nice, quiet, con- 
Why should he embark in the dangerous 
s are full spread for the Unknown! What 

tt - Negation, that de haut en bas denial 
beet 80 superior, is so much easier, Galileo 
Ie risk to-day as he did of old. ‘Ah! but it 
po oor dear friend, it's your head that turns— 
at’ by 


Exuiza Lutiey Boveusrn. 


lad the eyes, 
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DEATH OF MR. J. 8. MELLON. 


—- 


The following appears in The Australian Star’ for 


June 3rd: 


Mr. James Barr Mellon, who was well known in paycho- 
logical circles, diod yesterday at hia residence, 237, Underwood- 
street, Paddington (Sydney), at the comparatively early age of 
thirty nine years. The deceased occupied a good position in 
the Mines Department for some years, and was very much 
officer, 
able period the disastrous disease of consamption had laid a 
hold upon him, and he gradually sank. Mr. Mellon died a 
Spiritualist, and to the last believed in the power of his wife as 
a medium. He leaves three children, who are at the Rosebank 
Convent, Five Dock,’ 


MR. SLATER. 


respected ax an obliging and energetic For a consider- 


In continuation of the Conference meeting at Liverpool, Mr. 
John Slater on Wednesday last gave an evening séance in aid of 
the funds of the Spiritualists’ National Federation. Despite the 
very wet weather there was a good assembly, and the tests given 
by the guides were numerous and convincing. Clear and 
distinct descriptions, names, dates, and places followed in 
bewildering rapidity, and drew forth the enthusiastic plaudits of 
sceptic and Spiritualist alike, A vote of thanks was accorded 
to the guides of Mr. Sls iter on the motion of Mr. 8. = Chiswell, 
seconded by Mr. W. E. Long, on behalf of the S. N. Federn: 
tion, whose exchequer will benefit considerably from this 
memorable gathering, which was brought to a conclusion by a 
few well-chosen remarks from Mr, Slater, who heartily thanked 
the audience for their attention and sympathy, and made the 
announcement that he would visit England again next year. 


A HAUNTED SHIP. 


A French contemporary says that the greatest difficulty is 
experienced in procuring bands for the light-ship Robert King, 
stationed at the entrance to the port of New Haven, United 
States, because of a rumour that the vessel is haunted by a 
ghost. The entire crew of the Robert King having deserted—a 
result of the fright which the ghost gave them, and which, more- 
over, had been administered several times last winter—Captain 
Parker Hall had to go to New Haven to engage fresh hands, 
and at the time this report was circulated it was said he had 
not been successful in getting a crew together. Captain Hall, 
who is not considered to be a superstitious man, frankly admits 
that his vessel has been haunted by a phantom during the whole 
of last winter. He has never seen it himself, but he has heard 
it at frequent intervals, by day as well as by night. Quite 
recently, while dining with his crew, he heard a voice quite 
distinctly calling him on the bridge. His men heard it also, 
and he rushed at once to the bridge, but found no one. He 
has been called in the same manner while asleep. Captain Hall 
has commanded the Robert King for five years, The schooner 
serves as a light-ship during winter, and is engaged in the 
coasting trade in summer. The captain is convinced that the 
ghost that has haunted his vessel since the beginning of last 
winter is that of a sailor who was drowned at sea, and who, he 
thinks, wight have been saved if they had not ceased searching 
for him so soon after he fell overboard. 
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF MEDIUMSHIP. 


There is a question which is continually finding its 
way to us :—‘Is it right to attempt to develop the faculty 
of mediumship?’ We have never any hesitation as to 
our reply in normal cases; but where the medium, or 
candidate for mediumship, is over exvitable or nervous, or 
in very poor health, we recommend caution, or try to deter, 
just as we should advise anyone in any department, to 
avoid overtaxing the strength, But, in cases where mind 


The decision entirely turns upon what view we take of 
natural law and human development. We might say, it 
turns upon the view we take of creation in relation to God. 
We are not yet entirely rid of the old superstition that 
vast tracts of what we call Mature are given up to the 
spirit of evil, and that even Human Nature is but 
intended by its Creator—so 0 3 
natural instincts should be te dg) a 
that is 


* 
a 


MIGHT: 


news. Tu the 


(July 18, lun, 


America was a gross uprising against the 


misunge 

6 1 ; TH Loy 

gift of mediumship. Tt was attributed to Satan . 4 

7 1 7 2 0 Ay just ns 

is to-day, and it was struck at just as it would be | mJ 
ay in 


London if the obseurantists had the power. 

The one question to decide is whether tho creation o¢ 
man is accomplished, or is only in process of accomplish, 
ment, For our own part, we have no doubt aboy: the 
answer. Man was never more truly created than be 
being created now. 0 
animal in process of development, and he is emerging fron 
the beast to the ideal man, just as one day he will advan 
from the human to the angelic, and through the angelic ty 
the Divine. 

Tf this is so instead of asking whether it is right to 
attempt to develop the faculty of mediumship, we shall be 
compelled to ask whether it is right to suppress any power 
or faculty which emerges from that deep, mysterious self. 
hood which, as yet, we so little understand and so poorly 
possess. The fine summons, at the end of one of Pauls 
Epistles, ‘ Quench not the spirit; despise not prophecyings, 
may have deeper meanings than some of us think: and 
the early Christian Church only too soon forgot to ponder 
and obey. Too soon it sank into mere verbal contentions, 
and the upbuilding of the symbols of authority and power 
— quenching, in very deed, the spirit, and making prophesy- 
ing penal. And the Church has not yet found its way 
back to Paul. 

In pushing home our verdict, and mindful of the saving 
clause with which we started, it may be desirable to say 
that in this, as in every other matter, we need discrimina- 
tion and care The same Paul who said ‘ Quench not the 
Spirit, despise not prophecyings,’ also said, ‘ Let your 
moderation be known unto all.’ Greatly is that needed in 
deciding to attempt the development of the faculty of 
mediumship—not to be excited, not to be overbalanced, 
not to get things out of perspective, not to rush to con- 
clusions, not to accept everything that comes and act upon 
it, but to recognise the crudities of beginnings. We are 
persuaded that a great deal of the Old Testament con- 
demnation of what may be called a form of Spiritualism 
had, for its cause, undesirable forms of spirit-communion; 
and it does nut follow that the condemnation of the evil 
earries with it the condemnation of the good. 

Another caution may be desirable. It is quite possible 
that in some cases, after due trial, the attempt to develop 
should be given up, not for the reasons we cited at the 
outset, but because it may be undesirable to force an un- 
folding that does not offer adequate results. It may bea 
duty to make the attempt, just as it may be a duty to 

iitempt to sing or to play, but there comes a time when 
titioners should perceive that friends should not 
with ‘a little music’ (or a little mediumship) 


conte kines 

70 Bat we end with a consideration of profound serious. 
0 t of mediumship, as a duty to 

; self, to society, and to God, a price may have to be 
i —— iend: the loss 5 — 8 the loss 
é world so ardently desires. What 
egard to that? Well, it is only the 

e good soldier’ at every turn;— 
b? It is not only the Spiritualist 
on. Jesus had to ask it ; andhe 
which carried with it the awful 
n God had forsaken him. 
earth, they, as often as not, 
and yet blessed are they 
desert to make ‘a high 


Ile is not a finished article: he js an 
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SPIRIT TEACHINGS. 


py Avromario Wririne ruroven vie Haxp or 
W. SraiN ro Moses, 


THIRD SERIES. 


(ar. F. W. H. Myers having kindly sent me, by permission of 
rm of Mr. Stainton Moses, three volumes of 


rn given throug h his mediumship, [ wish to 
preface the third series of * Teastiiogs’ by saying that as 
much of the matter which has now come into my posses- 
sion bas already appeared in * Spirit Teachings,’ Spirit 
Identity,’ and in former numbers of Lan, the messages 
Tam now deciphering will necessarily, in places, be dis- 
in order to avoid needless repetition. Further— 
3 continuity is impossible, as the messages are 
in so small a hand that even with the aid of a 

glass L cannot decipher all the passages, and the 

of some of the writing adds to the difticulty,— 


No. XXV, 
(May 31st, 1873.) 
y 1 ask for communications ? 
* conditions enable me to speak to you. 
to hear more of Mentor, Can he write? 

le will be able to do so, I hope, very soon; but I am 

used now to writing that the messages come more easily 
rough me. Nevertheless you will receive communications 
wm him either directly or indirectly. 
here now ? 
sj he i is with you. 
I * 5 Aqgure on the photograph, are the robes spirit 


he figure is draped in spirit drapery such as we use 
maten ourselves. The covering on the head 
ite for the concentration of power. The other 

re dhe drapery in which the form is clothed, and 
varies from time to time. What you mistook for 
nce to episcopal dress of modern times was not so. 
rit filled on earth the episcopal office, he would 
d in such robes as he was wont to wear. This 
habit with us. Our spirit dress would be 
@ to you, and our spirit forms unrecognisable ; 
we array ourselves in such sort as you would 
* w. If the spirit is N itself to its 


n the habit of wearing in ares lite: and 
ly exaggerate, or draw attention to, any 
gesture, dress, or demeanour which would 

a bitter disappointment and sorrow when 
d by its loved friends to whom it has 
fest itself, and when it has so striven for 
one of the sorrows that hang round the 
racted to earth by longing desire to 
ones left behind. They hover round 
for them, yet they cannot communicate, 

nd find at length a medium through 
their friends; after infinite pains 
show to them their real selves, to 


57 55 5 show their love. Alas! 
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The robe of Algazzali, in spirit life, is of blue, and the 
upper robe is of white. This indicates in spirit symbolism 
that he is a spirit distinguished alike for wisdom and for 
love. His dress is of sapphire-blue, to show him a philo- 
sopher. Hig head and shoulders are encircled with folds 
of white to mark him a philanthropist, too. This would 
be plain to our vision, but not to yours, as yet. 

The other figure, with Miss Percival, was helped by him? 

Yes. It was his power which enabled the spirit, who 
was very earnest and anxious in endeavour, to show herself. 
She would have failed from very auxiety, save for Mentor’s 
power. 

You said that Mentor was in some way a Neo-Platoniat 
What was the gist of hia Philosophy ? 
he early imbibed the 


and an Ecstatic. 

Trained by a soutli, or mystic, 
notions of the sceptics, whose tencts he threw over because 
they made all depend on man's finite reason, which is in- 
capacle of measuring the power and objects of the Creator. 
The sects who then pretended to be teachers of truth were 
one by one reviewed ana dismissed. The Dogmatists, 
the Orthodox Defenders of Divine Truth, whole and com- 
plete, revealed in the Koran, from which none may detract, 
to which none may add these existed then, even as their 
counterparts have existed ever, and ever shall exist, They 
were not captivating to one who was philosophical and 
progressive rather than theological and conservative. He 
wrote against them a destructive treatise, which was 
printed, against his great antagonist, Abou Rashu, known 
to Schoolmen as Averroes. He found these unequal to 
satisfy the yearning for advanced knowledge that filled his 
inquiring soul. He asked for knowledge, and was answered 
with a theology which was worn out, and which his spirit 
could not grasp. He wished for wisdom, and received a 
revelation which was insuflicient for his needs. The Philo- 
sophers, with logic and wordy declamation, satisfied him 
He could not reconcile those tenets with the 
Koran. Both could not be true. Both were possibly to 
him alike false. The Bastinis were even less satisfactory. 
They pretended to be monopolists of truths which they 
received by intuition, and they could give no satisfactory 
reply to cravings for rational scientific truth. At length 
he turned to the Souffis from whom he had received his 
early training. He learned their master principle, viz., 
that truth is not attained from any source external, but by 
ecstatic meditation, by transport, by a throwing off all that 
was not God, by transfusion with the Divine. Possessed 
with this idea, he fasted, and prayed in his Mosque long 
hours and days for illumination. He strove to macerate 
the body, and to wean the soul from earth. All was in 
vain. He grew morbid and unhealthy in mind and body. 
His system, abnormally excited, became a ready prey to 
undeveloped and mischievous spirits. Always susceptible 
of spirit control he fell a victim to obsession, and the 
power of speech was removed from him; and his tongue 
became dumb when he was about to deliver his theologic 
lectures He was withdrawn from that sphere of work. 

He left his home at Bagdad, and retired from the world 
to Syria. He wrestled, and prayed, and struggled against 
temptation for two years. He made a pilgrimage to Mecca, 
to Jerusalem, Lo strive for the perfection of the ascetic life. 
In time, family cares and trouble recalled him to the world, 
and he returned, still not an Ecstatic. His philosophy 
was a mixture of the Alexandrine and the Greek. The 
doctrines of the Koran were grafted on the philosophy of 
the Alexandrines, and the result was the Arabian Philo- 
sophy, which was an advance on the Neo-Platonism which 
Plotinus held and taught. The distinguishing mark was 
‘the ge al 75 Ecstasy. 


no more. 


only the outline. The doctrine was Alexandrine. The soul, 


an emanation from the Divine Intelligence, was a finite 
spark of the Infinite First Cause. Its knowledge was 
finite necessarily, such as Plotinus taught. A finite being 
must have limited knowledge, For the human intelligence 
tw know the Divine [ntelligonce in must become Infinite, 
since the Infinite alone can know the Ulimitable. It must 
be Gud to know God. Its personality must be lost, and 
the Finite be merged in the Infinite. Eestasy was the act 
by which the personality was abandoned: and absorption 
into the Infinite Divine Mind effected, This was the car- 
dinal doctrine of Soutlism, They received in the evstatio 
state wondrous revelations from spirit ministers,and Plotinus 
has hinted to you how he especially became the medium of 
elevated aud ennobling communications. They pass those, 
we mean, Who attain the ecstatic state - on to the condition 
of pruphetic in the highest stage of intellectual develop— 
ment, even as sensation pure and sole is the lowest. In 
this prophetic state of Eestasy the Souſſis claimed that the 
soul wandered into the spheres of supersonsual life, and 
gained glimpses of the Divine. 

The truth was strangely mixed with error throughout 
this teaching. But it had this grand merit, It was the 
honest craving of an exalted and earnest soul after God 
and the Divine. Therein it drew down blessing, 

Was it Mentor who moved the table at Russell-square ? 

Yes, friend. He was with you, and manifested very 
powerfully. He is accustomed to such work. Yet 
he could do nothing at Miss D. s; the cirele too largo, in- 
harmonious, and the atmosphere bad. You should not 
have attempted it. 

Then Mentor must be cory powerful ? 

Yes; he is skilled in the use of these elements. He has 
been aceustomed to deal with them. He will be serviceable 
to you as « helper.—D. 

—.—— have misspelt some of the proper names in 

this communication. They are not familiar to me, and the 
uriginal automatic writing from which I have copied them is 
often so minute a+ to be scarcely decipherable.—M. Sreer) 
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AN INSTRUCTIVE STORY OF OBSESsion 


(Continued from paye 308.) 

One day John said to me: 
and as I have been studious they have 
mission to instruct Boussinkof.’ 

Do you no longer need to study“ 

*Oh! Lam only at the beginning of my But ay] 
am improved 1 can now guide one worse than my self to woo) 
My instructors teach me, and [ teach Boussinkof. lle 
“Do you think I will listen to a simpletog y 
u are,” he 


I have finished my studies 
givon Me usa rowan tl 


asked him. 


studio 


ness. 
angry with me. 
this sort! Lam more intelligent than yo tells m 
* Can you suppose [asked to be put over you!" U roply. “yp 1 
have been given me! and, though it will be difficult for me, 1 
appreciate the reward and am thankful to have been invese 
With such a charge. I have ended by loving what is right aj 
so teach it to you.” 1 thus answered Boussinkof, who began 
laugh loudly. h, well! who knows? Wo may be ste i 10 
get on together. Rven I may take to prayer and goodness," hy 
said. He felt I was stronger than he was and therefore mall 
fied his ideas. He saw his works crumble away whilst mine 
made progress by degrees. It is thus he understood I had more 
power than he had and so desired to be pleasant to mo, But 
he often turns against me. I feel annoyed, for Lam still weak, 
and my iniluence then acts badly on Varia, who becomes si 
and discouraged. They have given me a difficult task. Puy 
for me! Support me!“ 

I went that evening into Varia’s room 
*As I lie here I think it is a great sin to listen to all this 
chattering. It is but a temptation of the devil's. My parents 
told me Anti-Christ would come and men would believe him w 
their perdition. May it not be he who is now troubling me! 
But the voices answer me, Do not take it for asin. The time 
has come for these phenomena. It is now ordered us to mani- 
fest when you require visible help. As for Anti-Christ, 
he is often incarnated in men. it is then false prophets 
appear. They seem to teach wisdom, but in reality 
they destroy what is necessary to mankind —faith and subme 
sion to God. You have many such teachers, and it is against 
them that we hare been onde red to uct. It is to destroy their 
Work that we have been sent to manifest to you.’ 

These voices persuaded Varia and made her calmer. ‘Ii she 
is only an hysterical subject, as a young man of my acquaint- 
ance tries to persuade me, whence does she get all these things 
she tells me? ITs hysteria capable of giving eloquence and of 
developing the mind?’ I ask myself while listening to Varies 
elegant style of expressing herself. 

One day my friend, V. J. Pribytkof, while speaking to Joho, 
tried to persuade him to leave Varia,since the young girl suffered 
se much. John replied to her: Since I could not progres 
and was incapable of undertaking my own development, I hu 
She strives with herself aud 
suffers. The lewon which she obtains re-acts on me, 
Without her T could comprehend nothing, but it is through ber 
I understand, I aspire to detach myself from her, but the 


— ae) yet obtained is not sufficient. Bous iu i 
ut. a's tongue, but it is impossible to allow that yet, 


ces, but I was unable to form a serious 
would care to devote two hours a week 


and she said to me, 


ch, 1891, runs thus: — Those hat 
s well, In the evening she saw small. 
— shape cen moon, and for an instant 
6 luminous circle. She also heard voices. 
me, ‘order me to inform you that 
ping „and that a light attracts hin.” 
%, we help each other mutually. The 
Progress he draws the lower ones after 
e John to call him brother, al 
bro thers!” Those who instruct 
tien 1 Ask God for yourself and 
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55 Whore is it that they are praying for us! Where? Where? 

We want light! yood ! love!” they exclaimed plaintively.’ 
+ Asyou wore at that moment reciting u prayer we were able 
hun you a being much more advanced than ourselves,” my 
‘aid, * Here sooner or later we all become purified. 
| panied, we obtain pardon. — Progressively we become the 
eos of n will higher than ours, and then we work every- 
whore on oarth, in water, storms, herbage, we must sastatn all ; 
pid Whon necessary we execute other work. But we are only 

thors.” 


bein to believe all this,’ continued Varia, because Lean 
woo it with those I have known on earth and who come to me 
bu. Bargoushof, an old aunt of mine and many others—all 
juve Iweome brighter since I prayed also for John and 
ol, It cannot be a sin, can it?’ 
bien V. J. Pribytkof had often advised me to have 
eto M. Tani, * He is the only one who by his magnetism 
Vor Varia from her hysteria,’ she insisted. Varia 
but at last consented, and one day we found 
‘the doctor's room, Fortunately that day there 
other patients waiting, for Varia became very agitated, 
her knees Silently tears streamed down her cheeks ; 
ng the sign of the Cross, she returned to her seat 


have done right to pray to God,’ I said, ‘it willeatm you,’ 
John who answered me: It was L who was asking 
don. Thanks to me, she suffers so many troubles 
Now, even, she is in « state of agitation.’ 

‘a silence he continued: ‘That Boussinkof has come all 
Tforbade him, but he stuck to me. Why should 
ne? You are not going to heaven,” he said, so here 


ist we were called into the consulting-room, She 
er nerves,’ I explained, The sympathetic old man 
Varia in a chair and gave her another for her feet. 
M. Tanis movements as he made passes over his 
o examined her attentively and noticed that her lips 
g in silent prayer. Her cheeks became brighter as 


is constantly made the sign of the Cross of the old 


L. Tani had finished magnetising Varia, he said 
Pribythkof came in) that he saw two spirits beside 
One, of a lighter shade, entered inte her. The 
dark, moved around her, wishing to establish him- 
one would not allow him to, On hearing this 
of a stranger, Varia, as she told me afterwards, 
and definitively that those who spoke through 
that consequently she was not mad. 
n favourable impression upon me, as he was 
serated Varia, Looking at her with deep 
sid to her in a convincing manner: * Many people 
beak of spirits and with spirits would think us 
eed not trouble us. We speak of what we 
y on the necessity of constant prayer, 
1 for the invisibles who surround us, 
sonfidently, and received great comfort 
‘informed me afterwards. 
salon, while 1 remained in the consult- 
about her hysteria. Tani answered my 
» which doctors have given the name of 
nto them; they only see the external 
thus satisfied. But I perceive tho 
they are the cause of this malady.’ Now 
the other world, I may bo allowed to 
he did not like to speak of it. He 


helped a 


ait 
25 
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U only see one spirit, the same T saw last time, only he has become 
brighter,’ asid Tani. 

Instantly Varia's face changed, and John spoke with anima- 
tion: NM. Tani, you are not only a doctor, you are our earthly 
guide. L tell you I feel Lam better, and hope to become a doctor 
for men's souls; that is to say, T shall have the gilt to read 
men's thoughts and then I will teach thom the right road, .. . 


At present [am not yet completely resuscitated before God ! 


Sut [already advance and have a great mission confided to me. 
Varia's soul also begins to expand and she knows how to do 
right. At present she suffers, but those sufferings will not be 
lost and she will be happy with us. 1 shall not continue to use 
her so constantly ; us soon as T have improved a littl wore, 1 
shall leave her, but 1 will not forsake her. As for you, you 
have many friends in our world, because you help us towards 
the light. When you come, we will surround you and 
give you a joyful welcome, Till then, adieu. I am going, and 
leave Varia with vou.“ 

Varia's face returned to its usual expression. 
herself and thanked M. Tani for his care. 

(To be continued.) 


She croased 


CURIOSITIES OF MESMERISM. 


‘The Metaphysical Magazine,’ quoting ‘The Detroit 
Journal,’ gives us the following lucid and convineing 
account of recent experiments in clairvoyance :— 


Frank Alderman, who is considerable of a mesmerist in an 
amateur way, has recently been entertaining private parties of 
ladies and yentlemen with specimens of his powers over a world 
unseen by the deseribets when in their regular mental state, and 
unknown to Mr. Alderman, their questioner. 

One evening a party of well-known doctors, lawyers, and 
other professional men, together with a number of ladies, 
gathered at a private house to test these powers. Mr. Alder- 
man brought with hima boy of about fifteen years, Arndt by 
name, who works in the linseed oil factory. The boy was placed 
in a chair and was speedily put to sleep. To the fact of 
his somnolence the dostors testified. The boy was then told 
to go (mentally) to a certain number on the Brush Farm-street 
and to tell when he had got into the door, He soon announced 
his arrival, and was sent upstairs, He got into a small room 
which he said was dark ; then he was directed to another mom, 
which he said was lighted by a shaded lamp placed on u stand, 
which position he deseribed. A lady, he said, was lying on the 
bed, and there was no one else in the room. The statements 
about the dark room and the lady being alone were announced 
to be wrong; but when the occupants of the house returned 
home they found that they and not the mental visitor had been 
in error. 

The boy was next sent to another house on a neighbouring 
street, He was sent upstairs, and when there his attention was 
arrested by a curious table, witha very large, round, marble top 
and a single standard. The table was one of a fashion obsolete 
for twenty years, and was placed as described. An attempt 
being made to send him into the billiard-room of the house, he 
announced that he saw a chair ‘that two could sit in,’ a piano, 
and, on the floor, ‘one of them crazy quilts you wipe your feet 
on (meaning ea Turkish rug). The occupants of the room, he 
said, were two young men, one of whom had a light moustache 
and combed his hair straight up from bis forehead. This 
description corresponded exactly with the furnishings and 
eccupants of the music-room at the time the deseription was 
made. 

On a subsequent occasion, the people present being about a 
score of gentlemen, Mr. Alderman brought the Arndt boy and 
another wbout the same aye, The boys were taken one at a 
time. One of them, being sent (mentally) into a house on 
Alired-street, described the parlour with a good degree of 
accuracy, then went into the dining room, located the side- 
board, the sewing machine, and seemed impressed by a stove he 
saw. He got mixed as to rooms, but described a door with 
glass in it that opened into a small room, He fixed the position 
of the bookcase, and said he saw some little figures of men— 
* yes, they were little statues,’ he said. The descriptions were 


sufticiently accurate and the objects were unusual enough to 
ory of guess-work. 


ft the room and went out to look at a public 
wed his actions on the way downstairs, but, 
to see the time, lost his man. 
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The boy was next sent to Lansing for the first time. He 
described the low, dingy, wooden station, crossed the bride 
and saw the hotels on the left. On being told to ask his way to 
the he said he spoke to a ‘coon’ and asked him for u 
He went into the Capitol and was sent 
room, There he described with 


exactness the bench and the peculiar arrange nent of tho 
seats, He desoribed the its of Judges Graves and Cooley 


the 

The hoys while asleep wore rested mentally and exercised 
physically. They danced and sang comic songs ; dropped red- 
hot coins and suffered the pangs of having icicles down their 
backs, On drinking from empty mugs they became very drank, 
and one curled up on a sofa, Mr. Alderman mentally drew one 
of the boys to him with a force that a lieutenant, U. S. N., and 


a gentleman 
Butthlo and Rochester, passed Albany in safety, and brought up 
at Worcester. Being sent back to Springfield. he said that 


id. The binds looked like canaries, and they seemed to 
lass case, ou 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR, 


[The Editor is not responsible for opinions expressed hy & 
and sometimes publishes what he does not agree with for 
presenting views that may elicit discussion | 


Tends, 
' 
the POO pte og 


Animals in the Spirit World 


Siz, — Mr. William Haughton appears to have been i 
recipient of (to him) reasonable indication that there are * 
and horses in the spirit world, and inferentially probably othe 
animals desirable to human spirits. May I inquire if any 4 
your readers have had any indication of the existence of ces 
beasts in spirit life? If one kind of animal exists in the 
condition, why not the other ! J. 8. 


Mr. Hawels“ Sermon. 


Sin. —-Mr. Haweis last week's discourse on the Future Li 
is all alive with good things, but there is in it one very bel 
thing. He says: ‘This life was fluid and formative. Thi 
life seemed to him like the setting up of printing types. Whik 
this life continued the types could be manipulated. altered, ani 
rearranged with comparative ease, but at death the type gu 
stereotyped and fixed.’ 

It is really surprising that a man who is 80 finely emand- 
pated from the old barbarisms should be still in bondage to such 
an odious specimen of them. It is true that in a succeeding can. 
tence he held out some hope of possible change and escape ffn 
the ‘stereotyped and fixed’ condition, but he even repeats the 
harsh analogy. I do not care to refute, but perhaps you wil 
allow me to protest. A Constant Reaves, 


Test Conditions for Mediums and Sitters, 


Sm, —Without attempting to disprove Mr. Lord's statement 
as to the crudeness of my ideas concerning mediumship, made 
by him in his letter of the 29th ult.—ideas which, I humbly 
submit, exist only in his matured imagination—I maintain that 
my letter of the 20th simply stated what are, unfortunately, 
established facts. Fraudulent mediums certainly do exist, an 
will continue their work of deceit as long as they find it » 
remarkably easy to satisfy some of these impartial critics,’ who, 
before any phenomenon whatever 1s produced, are a 
Satisfied as to its reality. And until such steps are taken ss 
are suggested by Mr. Robinson, or the adoption of other fmul. 
proof conditions, deception will still bo practised, and we shall 
he further subjected tu these annoying exposures, and the caus 
of progress hindered. I further maintain that honest median 
would not suffer by submitting to such test conditions as would 
act as a safeguard against deception, but, on the other hand, 
would find it a distinct advantage to be protected from seizur 
and rough usage. J. Warsos, 


Burying Alive. 
Sm, —- Win you permit me to thank Mr. W. II. Young of 
Ohio, for his kind reply on the above subject insertei 


aoe oe July 4th, and also to inform your readers thut 


received the enclosed letter from H.B.M.’s Consul a 
ch, from which it will be seen that during a period of fifty 
case of resuscitation has ever been recorded at the 
mortuary ? Will Messrs. Hartmann and Williamson ay 
link of such evidence ? Can they quote any statistics 
le W, 


[excLosure. ] 
British Consunate, Munn, 
* : July 8th, 1896, 
rep. to your letter of the Srd inat., I bog to sry that 
tion I have received from the Principal Municip 
i 17 at Munich, fully confirms Mr. V. 


* 


ats 


tuary, as described by your correspondent, 4 
ene In accordance with the municipal 
l are removed, on the day of death, in seh 
ence the interment takes place om the 
val, a ring, attached to a wire ow 
the right hand of the corse,» 
tation, the slightest movement woull 

Wini apartment. 
on in practice for over fifty yous 
lar ag the annals of the comoteries 


== 
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Perception as Conditioned by Consonance. 


—Permit me to correct a printer's error which appears 
in wy letter on the ‘Principle of Evil,’ p. 328, and which crept 
into it after correction of proof, the word wire appearing in 
sulstitution for telephone“; thus perverting my argument with 
gard to consonance, into nonsense. 

An instrument called a mono-telephone has been invented, 

only to messages transmitted on a certain note. 
Twelve such telephones may be inserted in one circuit, each 
responding only to messages forwarded through the transmitting 
instruments attuned on the same note, and disregarding the 
forwarded through the transmitters attuned on the 

other notes of the octave. 

This constituted the basis of my argument as to responsive- 
nes being conditioned by consonance of vibration or life- 
ve analogy holds good, thought-units being con- 

of vitality (being), and radiating a magnetic field 
5 5 
Nan may be compared to a multiplex instrument, comprising 
aseries of mono-telephones constituted of vitality in discreted 
degrees of being, one only of which being temporarily developed 
into functioning ; the others being germic or latent. According 
legree, or pitch, or note of the responsiveness which is 
into functioning within him, will be the plane, or 
f the universe with which he may be brought into 
‘relation. 
law is further illustrated in the solar spectrum, one 
ve only of which comes within the range of optical vision. 
ve now know that octaves exist extending both above and 
of colour. Tesla and Crookes have shown that there 
nS (i.e., modes of being) which puss unperceived 
bonded to) through our organisms. Both things and 
are comprised within the not-self and necessarily per- 
Same universal conscious-life as selves. But for this 
entity, perceptual relation and thinking would be im- 
ile. “The existence of an aura, or spectrum (i.¢., magnetic 
in connection with all life is a universal law. Denton has 
insight into this, in his ‘Soul of Things.’ Professor 
larvard, refers to another bearing of it. Perception 
l ed by consonance or synchronousness of vibration, 
ain is determined by the mode or degree of being in 
he life constituting the thing, or thought-unit, or self- 
functions; that is, to which it has been unfolded in 


process of becoming within the universal. 
QuastorR Vira. 


=~ 


‘The Principles of Nature.’ 


be well pleased to read in ‘ Licur,’ of June 
bsession—The Laws of Control’), Mr. W. 
ordially-expressed appreciation of Mrs. Maria 
t work, The Principles of Nature.’ 
nts, whether advanced and experienced or not, 
equaint themselves with an able and thoroughly 
entation of the laws underlying and governing 
its various phases, the production of the double, 
on, psychometry, clairvoyance and clairaudience, 
n of the spiritual spheres and of life there, 
make a careful study of Vol. III., which can 
ed, separately from the others, and is, I 


1 9 times its price. 
me being a very formidable one to tackle—the 
nd grandeur of its conception of the physical 
leled in literature consider it is best read 
asily grasped and intensely interesting third 
Coleman, that this three-volume work 
id best contribution and yield of modern 
a 2 . . Z. 
is country will be glad to know that 


“nee N. W., in d forwards 
n 


aan 
TT 


ing to the new 
a’ (. * Lion,’ 
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sion was n natural one. The expression, the brain is the organ 
of the mind,’ is misleading, and after quoting from Dr. Wallace's 
* Natural Selection’ (p. 188), [ said, ‘It by no means follows, 
however, that this means that the brain thinks.’ I interpreted 
the expression ‘the brain is the organ of the mind’ in the light 
of other statements referring to the same subject. 

Professor Huxley, speaking of Hume, says (Vol. VI., p. 94), 
It must be noted that he grasped the fundamental truth, that 
the key to the comprebensien of mental operutions lies in the 
study of the molecwar changes of the nervous apparatus by 
which they are originated Surely no one who is cognisant of 
the facts of the case, nowadays, doubts thst the roots of 
psychology lie in the physiology of the nervous system. What 
we call operutions of the mind are functions of the brain, and the 
materials of consciousness are products of cerebral activity. 
Cabanis may have made use of crude and misleading phraseology 
when he said that the brain secretes thought as the liver secretes 
bile; but the conception which that much-abused phrase 
embodies is, nevertheless, far more consistent with fact than the 
popular notion that the mind is a metaphysical entity seated in 
the head, but as independent of the brain as a telegraph 
operator is of his instrument.’ Italics are mine. 

The passage I have quoted compels me to conclude that 
Professor Huxley’s meaning was—the brain thinks. From such 
statements it seems natural to conclude that when the brain 
dies the man dies. I interpreted Dr. Wallace’s expression in 
the same sense and concluded that, in 1891, he would have said 
the brain thinks. 

Turning now to the new edition of ‘ Miracles and Modern 
Spiritualism’ (p. 107), ‘It is the spirit of man that is man. 
Spirit is mind; the brain and nerves are but the magnetic 
battery and telegraph by means of which spirit communi- 
cates with the outer world.’ Here the brain is not the 
thinker, but the spirit is. There is, however, a 
qualifying clause which is somewhat perplexing from my 
point of view. I refer to the words, ‘though it can 
only do so by means of, and in exact proportion to, the 
organisation it is bound up with.’ And yet this is an important 
limitation. I regard the spirit as the thinker, the agent; and the 
body, brain and nervous system as instruments only, and think 
that Dr. Wallace’s limitation applies to all that the spirit does 
mediately, ie, by instrumental aids—e g., feeling, perception, 
and acquiring knowledge ; but does not apply to what the spirit 
does immediately, e.g., thinking, reasoning, and aspiring. The 
spirit originates all mental observation and action excepting 
what is due to environment. 

From what I have said it may be inferred that, although I 
regard thinking, &c., as due to the spirit and not to the 
brain, I cannot regard the spirit, while in the body, as ever 
mentally independent of the brain. All mental effort, and 
especially that kind which causes feeling, must affece the brain. 
I accept Mr. Fiske's statement (‘Cosmic Philosophy,’ Vol. II., 
p. 149), that * prolonged mental exertion is followed by a bodily 
fatigue and a keen appetite, not essentially different from the 
fatigue and hunger which follow muscular exercise.’ All conscious 
spirit action must, as I take it, involve the nervous system and 
cause waste. Probably this is true of unconscious, sub- 
conscious, or automatic thinking, in proportion to the measure 
of consciousness. 

I have said enough to account for, if not to justify, my 
interpretation of the passages referred to. Iam disposed to 
regard Dr. Wallace’s hypothesis, as I understand it, as a new 
and important departure in psychology. He seems to have felt 
the full force of the phenomena of Spiritualism, and treated 
them as elements to be seriously taken into account in dealing 
with psychological problems. It has been the fashion totally to 
ignore them. Scripa, 


Mr. John Slater's Mediumship. 


Sin. — Permit ine through your columns to bear testimony to 
the value of the above. 

Last Sunday night, at Daulby Hall, Liverpool, a public 
meeting was held. in which Mr. Slater took an active part. The 
audience was asked to send up written questions, articles, &.; 
amongst them I sent up a question, which Mr. Slater took in his 
hand. He said, amongst other things, ‘You have a child who 
has passed to the other sphere ; she is leading you onwards 

thought, feeling, and life. After she passed away a ring was 
t from her finger and given to her mother.’ He said. Is 
not your name George f“ 
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On Tuesday my wife had a private sitting with him, at 
which he gave her a most beautiful address. Ho mentioned, by 
nome, one of my sisters, giving certain advice about her ; also, 
by name, two af my wife's uncles, they giving the following 
message through him : ‘We are your friends and George's“ 
(meaning myself), He also sail, * William Stainton Moses is 
with your husband and yourself, helping you both, as you are 
one in spiritual thought. 

He gave the name of my son George; he said he went to 
Auckland, then up country, had returned to the former, and 
shortly we should receive letter from bim of an encouraging 
nature, with the news he bad gone to Newcastle. 

He said, ‘Your husband will go on a voyage.’ This is the 
third medium who has stated the same thing, quite unknown to 
the other. 

On Thursday, I had a private sitting with him. at which the 
contro! dealt almost wholly with my past and future spiritual 
life. In beautiful descriptive language he spoke of my ardent 
desire to realise my «piritual life, and greatly to my surprise, the 
various phases which I must pass through finally become a 
perfected spirit sensitive, #0 that I shall look into the world 
beyond, be thus clairvoyant and clairaudient. The first form I 
am to see, and the first voice I am to hear, is that of my 
daughter Agnes Nothing seems more unlikely to me than this, 
tor 1 de not aspire to any phase of mediumsbip, Most en- 


couragingly, also, be spoke about the active spiritual work I 
do in the future. He said: I hear the name of John 


should 
Tu He is your father, and passed away when you were a 
baby. He comes to you from the higher spheres ; he does not 
belong to this earth sphere. He says : “* My son, pursue the 
pathway in which you are walking, for it is right ; success 
awaits von. 

the names, the relationships, and the circumstances 
given as they occurred in earth life are ywite correct. I may say 
wy father passed away Sfey-one years ago, when | was nine 
months old. I bave always heard him spoken of as a good and 
bonourshle man, therefore his progress in the spiritual life does 
not surprise me. Now the question arises, Is all the rest trae ? 
Can I reasonably doubt it? The answer is: If all is true be 
told me, which I know to be so and which he could not know, 
then is it not fair and grateful tu assume that the remainder 
which L cannot know is also true 
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SOCIETY WORK. 

Snus, runs ron, 118, Epewanr-n OAD, Nw 
Sunday last Mr. Horatio Hunt gave « discourse on * 
and De satiny of M: an . 1 wood audio mee, Nx XU Stinday * 
chosen by the audiences, 

Daws oF Day Spinrrvat Socrery, 85, Pon 
Kexrien Tows, N.W.—On Sunday last Mrs. 
inspirational address, followed by clairvoy: int tests, which 
recognised hy strangers. Next Sunday,  spiri taal wr 
elairveyance, Mrs. Spring, — M. Rank, Hon. Sve. 
EKpMonTos SPreirvatistrs’ Soc wa Brerecu Hau H 


toa 


Seale 


Sn. On Sunday last Mr. Brenchley: gave an inten 
address upon ‘Our Guardian Angels,’ followed by clairyoy, 9 
descriptions by Mrs. Brenchley, the majority of which a & 
recognised. Next Sunday, atT p.m, W. Walker { 
Canpirr PsveHoLogicaL Sociery, Sr. Joy's Hau. | 

Sunday last an address upon ‘Spiritualism : Hints and [yy 
tives for Inquirers,’ was given by Mr. K. Adams. At the ah 9 
séance Mrs. Dowdall’s ‘Snowflake’ gave successful clairvoyyy : 
| 


descriptions, which were much appreciated.—EK. A, 

Norra Lonpon Srimirvartsts’ Socrery, Wettixetoy Hu, 
Lid rox. N.—On Sunday last the sorvices at Finsbury Py 
in the morning and Wellington Hall in the evening » 
conducted hy Messrs. Jones, Brooks, aud Davis. Subjects, ‘4 
Pure Mind in a Pure Body’ and Love, the Controlling 2 
Good audiences, —T. I 

Cavenvisn Rooms, 51, Morrimen-srreer, W.—On Sw ly 
last the Marylebone Association had the opportunity of » 
coming Mr. J. Allen, und treasur 
of the Spiritualists’ Soviet 
whose guide gave an Mission f 1 
Spiritualism.’ The musical portion of the evening 4 
ciently augmented by the kind assistance of Miss Smith, wh 
sang 4 solo entitled Charity.“ Next Sunday, at 7 p.m. Mis | 


the hon. secretary 
International Jorrespon' ding 
address entitled ‘ The 


Wis 09 


MacCreadie, clairvoyance ; vocalist, Miss Louise France. L 
Workman's Hau, 


Srrarrorp Socrery or Srreirvacists, 
Ronald are 


West Hun, E.—On Sunday last Mr. 
guides gave an excellent address to a good audience on ‘Spe 
out for the Truth.’ Next Sunday an open meeting. 2 
Thursday, Mr. Ronald Brailey, at 8 p.m., and every Thursday 
during July and August. Our annual ‘excursion to Epping 
Porest, by brakes. takes place on Saturday, August nd ; 
adults 28, Gd., and children Is. 6d., including tea. Tickets cu 
he had from Mr. T. R. McCallum or any of the committee,- 
Taos. McCatitum, Hon, Sec. 

Sonax Masonic Harp. Camperwett New-noap, S. E. -n 
Sunday Mr. Long addressed the meeting, taking as his tet 
The Unpardona le Sin against the Holy Ghost,’ which he | 
dealt with in a very comprehensiv e manner, according to the 
gospel of Spiritualism. Our half-yearly meeting showed very 
satisfactory results. The members’ roll and public attendance 
has largely increased. The receipts have been £106 Ls. J 
leaving a balance in hand of £48 5s. dd. after defraying 1 
Ke e The old officers were re-elected with two exceptions, 

un ted secretary of the Help-Myself Society, ant 
Miss Maun apprin 
as usual,—A. 
b cen eee, ww Barrersea PARK. On Sunday 
— representatives of various societies 
— 5 In the evening, about twenty-live 

8 nucleus of a very successful meeting, In 

Sequence of remarks made concerning the unsatisfactory 
door work, an effort will be made this Saen, 
„ with oe sponsible agents for the conduct of 
ben — orkers’ League’ has been formel, 


Thursday and Sunday next 


hers’ secretary. 


IIS. 6d. towards hymn leaves and 
Olficers, pro tem., were appointed, 
e submitted for consideration, The 
Lia solicited. Next Sunday, at3anl | 
" tand. Leaflets, literature for die 
in aid of the work will be thankfully 77 
ed in * Ligter and! Two Worlds, by . 
pro lem, 30. Upper Tulse IIil, 
dy 1 — 

Sambal. — The members of the 
sponding Society will be please! 

spond with Spirit at home of 
Tits erature and list of members 

White Post-lane, Manor Park, 
the above address will be closet 
„hon (b. v.) on October Ath, 
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